
“Charming Billy” 
 

Violence of War 
 Billy’s Injury 
 

Mental Effects of War 
   

 Differing reactions to stress 
*Paul Berlin’s coping  

   -Denial (“Pretends”) 
   -Involuntary response 
 

  *Billy -“Scared to death” 
 

*Toby -Desensitized to 
violence    
 

Theme: People react to stress in  
                different ways 

 

Significance of Title: 
 Song soldiers sang 
 Searching for body in swamp 
 
 



Author: Tim O’Brien (p. 73) 
 

*Lived in Worthington, MN 
 

*Fought in Vietnam in l969 
 

*Studied at Harvard 
 

*Lives and writes out East 

 
 


