
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE



THE LIFE OF HAWTHORNE

• Hawthorne was born on July 
4th, 1804, in Salem, 
Massachusetts 

• Father: Nathaniel Hathorne Sr. 
was a sea captain. 

• Mother: Elizabeth Clarke 
Manning was a descendent of 
blacksmiths 



THE LIFE OF HAWTHORNE

• Hawthorne attended Bowdoin 
College

• After his graduation he turned 
to writing. 

• He wrote several successful 
short stories which were 
collected in Twice-Told Tales 
(1837).



THE LIFE OF HAWTHORNE

•Hawthorne returned to 

Salem where he met 

Sophia Peabody.

•After a five year 

engagement, they were 

married in 1842.



THE LIFE OF HAWTHORNE

• Unable to support his new family by 

writing, in 1846 Hawthorne accepted a 

political appointment to the Salem 

Custom House as Surveyor of the Port .



THE LIFE OF HAWTHORNE

• This governmental position 

stunted Hawthorne’s creativity.

• A change in administration, 

however, led to his termination in 

1849. 

• Hawthorne’s mother died at the 

same time.



THE LIFE OF HAWTHORNE

• Suffering these losses, 
Hawthorne left Salem, which 
he called "that abominable 
city," saying that he now had 
no reason to remain. 

• He would never again return.



INHERITED GUILT

• One of Hawthorne’s ancestors was a Puritan judge who 
played a key role in the Salem witchcraft trials.

• Another ancestor was a judge known for his persecution of 
Quakers.

• Both Hawthorne’s character and focus as a writer were 
shaped by a sense of inherited guilt.
• He was haunted by the intolerance and cruelty of ancestors.

• He was not a Puritan and was born 112 years after the Salem 
witchcraft trials.



NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

• Master of symbolism and allegory

• He wrote throughout his life.

• After graduating from college in 1825, he wrote a novel, Fanshawe.

• Soon after the book’s anonymous publication in 1828, he was 

seized by shame and abruptly burned most available copies of 

his book.



NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

• During the nine years that followed, he honed his writing skills 

working in a room he called “the dismal chamber.”

• This resulted in a collection of stories entitled Twice Told Tales 

published in 1837.

• Although the book sold poorly, it established him as a 

respected writer.

• Gave him sufficient resources and encouragement to continue 

his writing.



NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

• In 1850, he published his masterpiece The Scarlet Letter, 
a powerful novel about sin and guilt among early 
Puritans.

• This book was extremely successful.

• Earned him international fame

• He soon wrote two more novels, The House of the Seven 
Gables (1851) and The Blithedale Romance (1852).



NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

• When his friend Franklin Pierce became president, 
Hawthorne was named American consul at Liverpool, 
England.

• He spent several years in England and traveled through Italy 
before returning to Massachusetts.

• Used his Italian experiences in the novel Marble Faun (1860).

• Hawthorne died four years later.
• He left four unfinished novels among his belongings.



THE LIFE OF HAWTHORNE

• Hawthorne’s connection to 

Salem haunted him.

• His great-grandfather 

John Hathorne was the 

chief-interrogator of the 

“Salem Witches.”



THE LIFE OF HAWTHORNE

• The story that Hawthorne 

added the "w" to his name 

to distance himself from 

his Hathorne ancestors 

has no clear evidence to 

support it. 



THE LIFE OF HAWTHORNE

• In 1830, however,  he 

published "The Hollow 

of the Three Hills," 

under the name of 

Nathaniel Hathorne. 

• After this date his name 

appears as Nathaniel 

Hawthorne.



THE LIFE OF HAWTHORNE

• Nathaniel Hawthorne 

died on May 18, 1864 in 

Plymouth, New 

Hampshire.

• He is credited with 

writing the first truly 

American novel: The 

Scarlet Letter.



INFLUENCES UPON HAWTHORNE’S WORK

Marriage

• Sophia desired to paint, write, 

and pursue a profession

• She was limited by social 

constraints and motherhood



INFLUENCES UPON HAWTHORNE’S WORK

Puritan New England 

• Many works are set in New 

England

• Puritan belief in an “active 

evil” (Devil)

• Salem communities are often 

viewed as hypocritical – Salem 

Witch Trials  



LITERARY THEMES

• Alienation – a character is 

isolated due to self-cause 

or societal-cause

• Guilt vs. Innocence – a 

character’s sense of guilt 

caused by Puritanical 

values/heritage



LITERARY THEMES

• Individual vs. Society

• Self-reliance vs. 

Accommodation

• Hypocrisy vs. Integrity

• Fate vs. Free Will

• Unconventional Gender 

Roles

• Impossibility of Human 

Perfection



THE PURITANS

• Puritanism is the religious reform movement of the 16th and 
17th centuries seeking to purify the Church of England

• Characterized by earnest, intense moral and religious 
principles such as the necessary covenant relationship with 
God, the emphasis on preaching and the Holy Spirit’s 
dominance over reason as the instrument of salvation 



THE MINISTER’S BLACK VEIL:  A 
PARABLE

• Parable: a simple, usually brief , story that teaches a 

moral lesson.

• A type of Allegory which is a story with both a literal 

and a symbolic meaning.

• In subtitling this story “A Parable,” Hawthorne 

indicates that the moral lesson it conveys is important.


