Plotting Worksheet


**Keep it simple!

**Have a small amount of characters.

**Limit the time frame!  This is not a novel.  (In a short story a character can have 

   flashbacks to earlier times if you want to cover a period of time.)

Working title: 

Genre (historical, contemporary, western, etc.):

Point of View:

Setting:

1. Write the name of your main character that you have already planned. 

a. Describe him or her in detail. 

2. Write the name of your Antagonist that you have already planned. 

a. Describe him or her in detail. 

3. Will you have other characters?  Briefly mention a bit about each here.

4. List at least three details about the setting/ background of the story.
You need to know where your story will go before you begin to write.  Don’t just begin writing your story and assume it will “happen.”

1.  Choose a conflict that will move your story along. (Character v. Character, Character v. Nature, Character v. Self, etc.)
     ______________________ vs. ________________________

a. Explain the conflict

2.  Write down three plot events (think rising action) that will move the story along.

3.  What will be the climax, the most intense part of the story where the outcome of the conflict becomes clear?

4. What will be the resolution to the conflict--how will the story end?

5. How has your protagonist changed?

6. What’s the “so what” factor of your story? What does your story make people think about? (e.g. man’s mortality, evils of war, choosing to do good in spite of the bad, etc.)


